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j ' |n response to a request from Mr. J_. LeejitankV. — 

^a meeting -which was scheduled at the offices of "the President's Commission at 
'4:00 p. m. , today. The meeting actuaUycommenced about 4:35 p. m. , and those 
present consisted of Chief Justic e EarKWarren. RicharflHelms of the Central __ 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), Ton^Bellem of the Treasury Department, Inspector 
JomjKelly of the Secret Service and Mr. Rankin. — ^ 

Chief Justice Warren stated that the purpose of the meeting was to ^ 
consider information now available as a result of investigation relating to Oswald'?? 
activities in foreign countries to determine if there was any way to prove or 
disprove the information now available. Chief Justice Warren stated that he had 
in mind that there might be some way of talking to individuals that had lived in 
some of these countries or any other sources that would know whether or not it 
was possible the information received is correct. 
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CIA representative Helms then stated that this problem had be 
presented to the CIA and that they did have some sources who were previou#y - 
connected with Russian intelligenc^ge^^s^m^^^^^^y^y^y^fected 
Russia less than two years ago 3X1(1 thaifaV 

the question involved was whethef information that had been developed could be 
made available to these individuals for a verification as to whether the situations 
could have occurred as we now have them from correspondence received from 
Russian authorities, as well as information from Mrs. Oswald. Helms stated 
that the FBI had previously indicated they did not want their information turned 
over to such individuals. 
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to this extent and, therefore, have told 
IA that our information is not to be shown to the defectors. Some 
weeks ago CIA informally proposed to us that they talk to these defect 
regarding Oswald, and we told them they should not use our informatioi 
Op to now, this has not been a request from_t he President's Commiss^flt 



Our fear is that defectorsH^mHmH| in an attempt to builcLt^ 

{ I their importance, will cdme up with an alarmist picture as to toa? 

tactics of Soviet intelligence in recruiting and using persons, whom 
they allow to leave the Soviet Union, for intelligence and terrorist 
tactics. If such a report is made to the Commission, the Commission 
will be stuck with the report, which cannot be proved or disproved, 
despite the fact that there is no indication that Oswald was recruite* 
by the Soviets; in fact, all the information is to the contrary. 
Frankly, we think the Commission may be making a mistake in following 
CIA's suggestion. However, we cannot be put in the position that we 
refuse to allow our information to be used. We do want to know what 
,they M’e going to use so we^ can see iff . it will imperil our^sources . I 

r At this point the members present were told that the FBI 

I /desired to cooperate in every way possible with this investigation.^ 
I fin any instance where Information had been developed by the Bureau 
1 1 which would be of value in a particular situation, we would like to <£ 
jjbe advised so that we could look it over. 

Helms stated at this point that it would not be necessary to 
\ {necessarily turn over any written record for examination, but that 
1 1 in many Instances it could probably be accomplished by merely furnish 
|jing some facts, without identifying the sources to these individuals, 

( (to see if a verification could be obtained. 
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The group was again told that the FBI would be glad to assist 
in any way possible, and as soon as a specific instance was made knowi 
to us it would be checked. 

Following this discussion, Ur. Rankin stated that he believed 
that all the agencies represented were more than desirous of cooperat: 
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to the fullest extent and that he would have members of the Commission 
staff select that information which he believed offered possibilities 
along the lines desired, and would then have the respective agencies 
contacted for the determination of the best procedure to follow. 




RECOMMENDATION : 

The Director may wish to consider having Malley point out to 
Rankin that by having these defectors interviewed, the Commission 
may be saddling itself with theoretical dissertations on the 
procedures of the Russian intelligence system in using persons, who 
have been in the Soviet Union, for intelligence and terrorist tactics; < 
that, by inference, this would apply to Oswald, and the Commission 
will thus have a charge which cannot be proved or disproved, even 
though all information received to date indicates that Oswald was 
in no way recruited by Soviet intelligence. Malley would tell Rankin 
that we are merely pointing this out, and the decision is completely 
in the hands of the Commission. 
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